Village of Antioch Park Commission
Wednesday, August 21, 2024
7:15 p.m. Village Senior Center, 817 Holbeck Drive, Antioch, IL

1. Callto Order:
Park Boad member Hartman called the August 21, 2024 regular meeting of the park
Board to order at 7:15 p.m. (The commission met at Sprenger Park at 6:30todo a
walking tour of the park prior to the meeting).

2. Roll Call: Members present: Klemm, Church, Olufs, Deichsel, Hartman
Staff present: Quilty, Berry, Nehila

3. Pledge of Allegiance:
Antioch Park Commission led the Pledge of Allegiance

4. Approval of Minutes:
Klemm/Olufs motion and second to approve the April 17, 2024 Park Commission

minutes as presented. Vote: Yes=5, No=0

5. Public Comment:

Brian and Susan Nolan attended the meeting and stated Mr. Nolan was interested in
the vacant position on the Commission.

6. Communications: none

7. Chairperson’s Report: none

8. Director’s Report:

a. Interim Director: Quilty introduced Nehila as the incoming Interim Director
of the Parks and Recreation Department as Quilty is retiring at the end of
August.

b. Centennial Park Master Plan: Quilty and Nehila presented the latest version
of the Master Plan for Centennial Park which was being submitted to the
Illinois Dept of Natural Resources for an Open Space and Land Acquisition
and Development, (OSLAD) grant. The plan included renovation of numerous




amenities within the park that included the playground, tennis/pickleball
courts, picnic shelter, expanded parking and renovating and reorienting the 2
youth ballfields. New amenities included a rain garden/interpretative native
plant area with signage, a paved looped trail around the park, a game area
and fitness stations. Staff explained that Hitchcock Design was putting cost
estimates on the amenities to determine if the park could be renovated all at
time or in phases. The grant could be up to a $600,000 matching grant in
which the village would contribute up to $600,000and the grant would match
up to that amount. Commission members discussed the plan and
mentioned the addition of sensory stations and ensuring any renovation of
the ballfields still permitted current usage by specific age groups. Adding a
new storage building was also mentioned as a possible improvement.

Pickleball Locations: Nehila provided some information on the current
condition and inventory of tennis courts which are also being used for
pickleball. Due to the exponential growth of pickleball and resident requests
to have dedicated courts, Nehila stated that placing dedicated courtsin Tim
Osmond Park would be an ideal location as the proximity to residential areas,
sufficient parking and restroom facilities were all factors in determining a
best location. Pickleball players tend to gravitate to dedicated courts in large
groups and placing dedicated courts within other possible park locations
would likely cerate parking and noise issues. Nehila stated he would keep
the Commission informed on the status of the preferred location.

. Sequoit Creek Park Rules: The Commission was provided with a draft set of
rules for Sequoit Creek Park for their review and comments. The
Commission was in favor of the rules and provided some items for
consideration within the park which included placing more trash cans in the
playground area, posting a phone number for people to call when trash cans
are full or there are issues with the restrooms, asking about the installation
of concrete bollards at location(s), better marking of road crossings leading
to the park, considering placing a QR code for rules, installing a park sign
identifying the park and adjusting the colors of splashpad lights for certain
holidays and seasons. The Commission expressed their concerns about rule
enforcement and mentioned the Village could hire staff or have volunteers to
help enforce the rules and serve as ambassadors at the park. The
Commission approved the rules as presented.




10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

Parks Program Manager Aquatics Update: Quilty provided an update on the

Aquatic Center. The Center has enjoyed a vey busy and successful season to date.
Favorable weather has contributed to numerous days where the Center has reached
capacity and staff is doing an excellent managing the operations. Commission
member mentioned concern over lifeguards chatting with pool staff.

Special Events Coordinator: Staff informed the Commission that the Village is
hiring a Special Events Coordinator and anticipates that position being filled
hopefully in September. The Wine Walk and Harvest Fest/Treat the Streets are
special events the village is looking to have volunteers help out at. Commission
member mentioned the Quite Zone for parades should be better defined.

Financial Reports for Period Ending July 31, 2024: The Commission reviewed the
Financial Reports for period ending July 31, 2024.
|

Next Meeting: The next Park Commission meeting is scheduled for September
Wednesday, September 18, 2024.

Other Business: Commission members mentioned concerns about ADA
accessibility at the Sawmill and asked about the future of the lending closet for
medical equipment when the township vacates the Senior Center.

Adjournment: Klemm/Deichsel motion and second to adjourn the meeting at 8:40
p.m. Vote; Yes =5, No =0.



